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Counter to God's and reason's laws.
Such wrongful doing should be cause
Why he this marriage should not make
With her,13 if he my counsel take 5
But let him be the king and rule.

I give him Acre for his use
And all the seaport's revenues.
Tyre and Jaffa, and command
To govern all the conquered land,                                  9,010
For 'tis my will he have them. Say
To him that with what speed he may,
He come and join the host's campaign,
Bringing the Frenchmen in his train.
I wish to capture Le Daron
If the Turks dare to wait thereon."
These envoys hearkened to receive
The king's word. Then they took their leave
And set forth to bear full account
Of it to Tyre unto the count,                                           9,020
Relating to him everything
That had been told them by the king.
ISABELLE  MARRIES' HENRY AND  MAKES  HIM   KING
What more of this should I relate?
About the count the joy was great
At Tyre when the envoys returned.
15 Richard's opposition to the marriage may well have been due to the fact, com-
mented upon by the eastern writers, though ignored by the western, that Isabella was
at the moment pregnant with a child by Conrad (Erade^ p. 193, variant j Ibn al Athir,
P- 595 Abu Chamah, pp. 52-535 Bar Hebraeus, p. 339). Or it may have been caused
by an unwillingness to have Henry's title dependent on his wife. Richard could not
but recall the difficulties which beset Guy, who held his throne through his wife, and
may have wished to spare Henry a possible repetition of such troubles. Or again he may
have opposed the marriage with the thought that as Isabelle's husband Henry would be
too closely involved with baronial families which had not been friendly to Richard.
The Eracles gives an entirely different account, according to which Henry was reluctant
to marry Isabelle, but Richard insisted on it.